Consonants (J. Santucci)

Consonants
(vyanjana-; vyaijanani )

Stops (sparsa-; sparsah )

All stops are arranged in five groups or series (varga-; vargah )
according to their points of contact (sparsah ). The five points of
contact are:

kanthah
talu
mirdha
dantah
osthah

el S

These points are, respectively, the velar, palatal, retroflex, dental,
and labial sounds. They are also known as the

ka-vargah
ca-vargah
ta-vargah
ta-vargah
pa-vargah

SB D=

These 25 stops or “class-consonants” (vargiya-vyaiijanani) are
arranged in the following order:

VIU | VIA | VU | VA |NASAIS
kanthya- ko | kh® | g | gh®l 3
talavya- ¢cT | ch® | jT | jhd 73T
mirdhanya- | x| wW& | 4T | dh@ n T
dantya- td | thT | dT | dh ¥ n T
osthya- pT | ph™® | bT | bh T md
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Consonants (J. Santucci)

V = voiced (ghosavant-)
VI = voiceless (aghosa-)
A = aspirated  (maha-prana-)

unaspirated (alpa-prana-) (actually: “little aspiration™)

Semivowels (antahstha- ; antahsthah)

talavya- y T
mitrdhanya- T
dantya- 1 &
osthya-

(or dantyausthya-) v

All semivowels are voiced and are the non-syllabic equivalents to the vowels
5,8 (@M% & (V; ¢ (@) and 3, 5 (3).

Fricatives, Spirants, or Sibilants ( #sman- ; ismanah )

talavya- S ar

mitrdhanya- S T

dantya- S d

kanthya- h g
anusvarah

Written as m (in devanagari the = above the horizontal line, as in 7), is usually
pronounced as a nasalized vowel (i.e., the vowel preceding the anusvarah ).

In this regard, I follow the A tharva-Pratisakhya. If it is a nasalized vowel, it 1s
known as an anundasika- (“accompanied by a nasal”). Strictly speaking, the
anunasika- is written as a . The original placement of the anusvarah was
before a sibilant and pronounced as an open nasal, perhaps as a nasalization
of the preceding vowel or as an independent nasal sound. If placed before the
vargiya-vyainjanani, then it may take on the nasal quality of the

specific class.
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Consonants (J. Santucci)
visargah

The visargah, written as h (or in devanagari as : below the horizontal line)

is pronounced as an unvoiced sound but considered a voiced sound. It takes
on the quality of the preceding vowel (ex. devah” except for the ai and au as
in devaih'; an example of au would be extremely rare: dyauh"). As mentioned
elsewhere, the visarga- may be pronounced as jihvamiiliya- or upadhmaniya-.
In the texts these were written as above the horizontal line.
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