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Consonants

(vya∆jana-; vya∆janåni )

Stops (spar≈a-; spar≈å˙ )

All stops are arranged in five groups or series (varga-; vargå˙ )
according to their points of contact (spar≈a˙ ).  The five points of
contact are:

1.  kañ†ha˙
2.  tålu
3.  mürdhå
4.  danta˙
5.  oß†ha˙

These points are, respectively, the velar, palatal, retroflex, dental,
and labial sounds. They are also known as the

1.  ka-varga˙
2.  ca-varga˙
3.  †a-varga˙
4.  ta-varga˙
5.  pa-varga˙

These 25 stops or “class-consonants” (vargîya-vya∆janåni ) are
arranged in the following order:

Vl U Vl A V U V A NASALS
kañ†hya-  k k kh q g g gh )a ∫ ç

tålavya- c c ch " j j jh [ ∆ ~a

mürdhanya- † ! †h @ ∂ # ∂h $ ñ %

dantya- t t th & d d dh < n n

oß†hya- p p ph f b b bh w m m
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V  =  voiced         (ghoßavant-)
Vl =  voiceless     (aghoßa- )
A  =  aspirated      (mahå-pråña -)
U  =  unaspirated  (alpa-pråña-)  (actually: “little aspiration”)

Semivowels (anta˙stha- ; anta˙sthå˙)

tålavya- y  y

mürdhanya- r  r

dantya- l  l

oß†hya-
(or dantyauß†hya-)

v  v

All semivowels are voiced and are the non-syllabic equivalents to the vowels

™, £  (y); §, ¶ (r); ˘ (l) and ¢, ∞ (v).

Fricatives, Spirants, or Sibilants ( üßman- ; üßmåña˙ )

tålavya- ≈  x
mürdhanya- ß  z
dantya- s  s
kañ†hya- h  h

anusvåra˙

Written as µ (in devanågarî the  \ above the horizontal line, as in A), is usually
pronounced as a nasalized vowel (i.e., the vowel preceding the anusvåra˙ ).
In this regard, I follow the Atharva-Pråti≈åkhya . If it is a nasalized vowel, it is
known as an anunåsika- (“accompanied by a nasal”).  Strictly speaking, the
anunåsika-  is written as a  Æ.  The original placement of the anusvåra˙ was
before a sibilant and pronounced as an open nasal, perhaps as a nasalization
of the preceding vowel or as an independent nasal sound. If placed before the
vargîya-vya∆janåni , then it may take on the nasal quality of the
specific class.
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visarga˙

The visarga˙, written as ˙ (or in devanågarî as : below the horizontal line)
is pronounced as an unvoiced sound but considered a voiced sound.  It takes
on the quality of the preceding vowel (ex. deva˙a  except for the ai and au as
in devai˙i; an example of au would be extremely rare: dyau˙u).  As mentioned
elsewhere, the visarga-  may be pronounced as jihvåmülîya- or upadhmånîya-.
In the texts these were written as  above the horizontal line.


