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Sanskrit Grammar-4

James Santucci
Department of Comparative Religion

California State University

The Verb: First Conjugation

First Class; bhü Class (g%:); Unaccented a-class
of the First Conjugational System:  bhv-ådi (Wvaid)

Present tense ( vartamåna-kåla˙)
Personal endings of the present tense, indicative mode

(la†)

pu÷z: vcnm«

•k          i◊       bhu

π&m-

-it          -t:        -¡iNt

m>ym-

-is          -&:        -&

¢Ám-

-im          -v:        -m:

The visarga˙  in the dual follows the following sandhi rule:

"The final -s or -r (that is, sentence final or pada- final after a
vowel are replaced by visarga˙."  (Påñini 8.3,15)

(v) + -s
-r           -˙/(v)         #

The ending in the dual are originally s.  Thus, in final position
(here pada-final), the visarga- replaces it.
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The "last person, singular" is -mi.  In Påñini 7.3.101, it is stated

that the thematic vowel or g%: sign (¡) is replaced by ¡a before a
verbal affix beginning with m or v.

a          å/       m
             v

Formation of the Stem of the Bhü Class

1.  The root or <atu vowel is replaced by the guña˙ (gu%:).  The
exceptions to this replacement occur when:

a.  a long vowel is followed by a consonant;

b.  a short vowel is followed by two consonants.

[These are guru- syllables.]

2.  A short ¡ is added to the altered <atu

3.  Add l!«
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Examples:

<atu gu% g% siN< l!«

wU wo ¡

Emeneau, #3:
diphthong before a vowel
is replaced by
short or long a-,
plus the corresponding
semivowel
o + a           a+v+a

wvit

wvis

wvaim,

wvam:

wviNt

Plu ‘swim’ Plo ¡

o + a                a+v+a
Plvit

PlviNt

Plvav:

k›z«

‘cultivate’
kz«R ¡ kzRis

)auz« ‘cry’ )aoz« ¡ )aoz&

ij

‘conquer’
je ¡

e + a              a + y + a
jyit

4. Irregular Forms

gm« ‘go’ gC"« ¡

Replacement
stem is g"
After a vowel
the " is
reduplicated.
See (b) under
Reduplication

gC"it

 j]v« ‘live’ j]v« ¡

No gu%
j]v&:

sd« ‘sit’ s]d« ¡

No gu%; ¡ is

replaced with ™
s]dit

 guh« ‘hide’ gUh«s ¡

No  gu%; ¢ is
replaced with
∞

gUhav:
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Reduplication  (¡Wyas:)

pa ‘drink’ ipb« ¡

see below (1)
ipb

)®a ‘smell’ ij)®« ¡

see below (2)
ij)®

S&a ‘stand «

¡

see below (3)

Sandhi Rules for Reduplication
[Emeneau, p. 20]

¡Wyas: refers to the first syllable of a reduplicated verbal base (<atu)
according to Påñini (6.1.4) or simply the process of reduplication.
For the verbal roots above, here are some rules:

a.  All three roots reduplicate the replicated verbal base -å  (¡a)
with -i (™).

b.  A reduplicated consonant is never aspirated.

c.  If two consonants appear in the verbal base, only one is retained
in reduplication.

1.  Rules for pa

1.  (a) applies.

2.  The p- in the verbal root is replaced by its voiced
equivalent, -b-.

3.  The g% sign (¡) replaces the ¡a in the verbal base.
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2.  Rules for  )®a

1.  (a) applies.

2.  No aspirated spar≈a˙  (SpxR:) is allowed in a reduplicated syllable
(see b above).  In this case the voiced (ghoßavant-), velar
(kañ†hya-), aspirated (mahå-pråña -), spar≈a˙ is replaced by the
voiced (ghoßavant-), palatal (tålavya-), non-aspirated
(alpa-pråña- ), spar≈a˙.

)a« j«

3.  Rules for S&a

1.  (a) applies.

2.  If a <atu contains a tålavya-, mürdhanya-, or dantya- sibilant
(üßman-) and is followed by SpxR:, only the SpxR: is reduplicated,
conforming to the rules given in (b):  the & in the sthå is non-
aspirated.


